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LIVING OUR FAITH   

          We all know that there are lots of things blind people do very well, but that being said, I 

am not going to give the keys of my car to someone who is blind or ask to give me directions. 

That would be a dangerous and risky situation. The blind leading the blind are not going to get 

there. But of course, the blindness Jesus is talking about is figurative and not literal, and that 

just sharpens what he is saying, as the blind he is referring to are “in denial” and don’t realize 

their blindness. 

The worst kind of blindness, which Jesus had a hard time curing, is the judgmental spirit.  

Judgmental people tend to mix only with their own kind, reinforcing each other’s prejudices, 

so we hear Jesus’ warning that both will end up in the pit. Jesus was particularly hard on 

judgmental spirit because it elevates admittedly good concepts like rules, principles, standards, 

- even religion – above the actual plight of human beings. Those in the biggest danger of 

falling into the pit are those who are trying constantly to fix others’ faults, trying to remedy 

others’ blindness, when they themselves cannot see clearly. Trying to take a speck from 

someone’s eye is not appropriate until the log is removed from one’s own eye. Should we be 

criticizing others for faults we have in ourselves? While we are a relational community and we 

care for each other, we must first recognize our own shortcomings before being critical of 

others. 

 With Ash Wednesday only a few days away, how will we make time to prioritize our 

relationship with Christ? Jesus offers one possibility: “Remove the wooden beam from your 

eyes first; then you will see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye.”    
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Questions for the week:  Are you preoccupied with the “splinter” in someone’s eye these 

days? How can your turn that focus on yourself, someone that you can actually change?                      
  
  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM NEWS  

In-person Religious Education classes are scheduled to resume this  

Sunday, February 27th at 8:30am. 

Masks are still required for our Religious Education students and catechists. 
 

 

PLEASE JOIN US IN …   

LIVING THE WORKS OF MERCY! 

  

This weekend, February 26/27th, we will be accepting donations of hot drinks 

(coffee, tea, and hot cocoa) for our Parish Food Pantry.  These are greatly appreciated by 

those who visit our Pantry, especially during these cold winter months. 

There will be box at the back of the Church to collect donations. 

                                                    Thank you! 
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Hymns for this Weekend (10:00 am Mass) 

    #329:  Where Charity and Love Prevail 

              #289:  Eye Has Not Seen 

             #245:  A Place at the Table 

         #275:  This Little Light of Mine 
 

 

Readings for this Weekend (February 27th) 

Sirach 27:4-7  

1 Corinthians 15:54-58  

Luke 6:39-45  

 

   Readings for next Weekend (March 6th) 

                 Deuteronomy 26: 4-10 

                      Romans 10: 8-13 

                         Luke 4: 1-13  
  

Weekly Offering for February 27th: $ 3,225 

We Share Online Giving:  $ 147.05 

Total: $ 3,372.05 
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We join our Holy Father, Pope Francis, in his prayer intentions for February 2022:  

For religious sisters and consecrated women  

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking them for their mission and their 

courage; may they continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times.  
  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED  

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office.  

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may be very well-intentioned, we 

want to respect people’s right to privacy.  

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert Friedland, Kathryn 

Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove, Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski  
  

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED  

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and parishioners and 

in particular:  

Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, 

Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney 

Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza 

Siciliano, Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, 

Robert DeStefano, Jr., Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter 

Cosintino, Nadine Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, 

Amara Campbell, Barbara Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno 

May those who have passed on rest in God’s eternal presence and may the family and friends 

who mourn them find God’s peace, comfort, and consolation.  
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A PRAYER FOR PEACE 

 

Almighty God,  

 

 we pray for the situation on the border of Ukraine. 

 

We pray for those who live in fear, that you may grant them peace. 

 

We pray that the voices for discernment and peaceful solutions may prosper. 

 

Lord, we ask that you raise up peacemakers on all sides, that war and violence might be averted. 

 

Give diplomats wisdom, understanding and build trust. 

 

We ask that the church in the nations involved may they be salt and light in a dark situation. 

 

Lord, we lift this dangerous situation to you. 

 

May your kingdom come, 

 

 Amen. 
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What is Ash Wednesday? 

 

In the Ash Wednesday gospel reading Jesus directs us to clean up: “Put oil on your head and wash your face, so 

that your fasting may not be seen by others” (Matt. 6:17–18a). And yet shortly after hearing these words we line 

up to receive ashes on our foreheads, a mark associated with penance and fasting. Clearly the Ash Wednesday 

ritual does not come from the gospel. 

Lent did not always begin on Ash Wednesday. In the sixth century, Gregory the Great identified the season of 

Lent (Quadragesima, or the “Forty Days”) as beginning on a Sunday and lasting until Easter Sunday. 

The Bible recounts 40 days of rain during the flood, Israel’s 40-year journey through the desert, Jesus’ 40-day 

fast in the desert, and the 40-day period of post-resurrection formation Jesus gave to his disciples before his 

ascension. At the end of each of these scriptural 40s, the things involved are changed: A sinful world is 

reconstituted, slaves become free, a carpenter begins a messianic ministry, and fearful followers are ready to 

become Spirit-filled preachers. Lent and its 40-day fast offered the church the same opportunity for 

transformation. 

Since fasting was not permitted on Sundays, the original 40-day season consisted of 36 fasting days. Eventually, 

it was extended to include 40 pre-paschal days of fasting, resulting in the addition of four pre-Quadragesimal 

fasting days, starting the Wednesday before Lent. 

Eventually, that fast extended to include a total of nine weeks (Septuagesima). However, the 40th fasting day—a 

Wednesday—retained significance, in large part because of the scriptural significance of that number. 

Ashes were added to this Wednesday liturgy in the eighth and ninth centuries to help ritualize the transformation 

that occurs during Lent. Believers received ashes on their foreheads to remind them of their fundamental 

identity: “Remember, you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” After being clothed in a hair shirt, they were 

sent out from the church: “You are cast forth from the bosom of the holy mother church on account of your sin, 

as Adam was expelled from Paradise on account of his sin.” Expulsion, however, is not the end. Then, as now, 

reconciliation awaits believers through Christ. 

In its origins, Ash Wednesday was fundamentally oriented toward penance, which was also the focus of Lent at 

that time. Lent is understood differently today: Its primary focus is now, as at its origins, baptism. Since 

baptisms in Rome occurred primarily at Easter, the Lenten fast is a pre-baptismal fast—a means by which those 

converting might better understand how reliant they are upon God and how frequently the pursuits of this world 

distract from God’s love. 

Ash Wednesday can help set us upon that path by asking us to consider two fundamental issues: who we really 

are and where, with God’s help, we are ultimately going. 

This article also appears in the March 2020 issue of U.S. Catholic (Vol. 85, No. 3, page 49).  
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ASH WEDNESDAY (March 2nd) 

 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES  

8:30AM: Mass with Distribution of Ashes 

12:00 pm: Service of the Word with Distribution of Ashes 

 5:30 pm: Mass with Distribution of Ashes 

7:00 pm: Mass (Spanish) with Distribution of Ashes 

 

 

 
 

WHY EAT ALONE? SOUP AND STATIONS FRIDAYS at 5:30 PM  

Join us for a simple meal of soup and bread each Friday evening of Lent, beginning next Friday, 

March 4th.  We will gather for soup at 5:30PM, immediately followed by Stations of the Cross. 

Together we can encourage each other to keep the Lenten fast. We know for this to be effective, 

fasting must be accompanied by almsgiving.  

There’ll be a donation basket out to take free will donations. At the end of Lent, that money will 

be donated to the Corona Self Help Group in Jeffersonville. 

 

Prayer, fasting and almsgiving - the three disciplines that form us more deeply in the faith. 
 

(Stations of the Cross will also be prayed in Spanish after the 7PM Saturday evening liturgy.) 
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A FRIENDLY GUIDE TO LENTEN FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 

 

 

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION SESSIONS  

Are you an adult Catholic who has not received the Sacrament of Confirmation?  

We are offering a preparation program for adults!  
  

We will meet twice a month throughout March, April, May, and June for  

discussion and fellowship.   

Upon completion of the program, you will be invited to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 

here at St. Peter’s on Thursday, June 23rd at 6pm.  
  

If you would like to be included in this year’s Confirmation, you MUST contact the Parish 

office no later than Monday, February 28th to register for the program.  
  

Have questions or would like to sign up? Please contact Father or Christy at the Parish office.  
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OUR REGULAR WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  
  

Saturday evenings at 7 PM:  

Mass in Spanish  
  

Sunday mornings at 10 AM:  

Mass in English **  
    

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM:  

Mass in English  
  

   Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM  

Mass in English  
  

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live  

(Communion will be available after Mass for those who wish to come to the Church to  

receive the Eucharist.)  
  
  

COVID PROTOCOL: UPDATED FEBRUARY 10, 2022  
  

We have received the following guidance from the Archdiocese of NY and will follow 

these practices moving forward:  

✓ Mask requirements in church have been lifted for everyone; those who 

wish to continue to wear masks may do so at their discretion.  

✓ We will continue to reserve physical contact at the sign of peace for those 

in family units.  

✓ We will continue to refrain from receiving the Precious Blood.  

✓ Communion in the hand (rather than the tongue) is still encouraged.  

✓ Holy water stoups will remain empty.  
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